
Homeland Security






Congressman Bilirakis sought a seat on the Homeland Security Committee shortly after his election to Congress
because few issues are as important as defending America&rsquo;s citizens from those who want to hurt them. 






Gus obtained slots on the important Border, Maritime, and Global Counterterrorism Subcommittee as well as the
Subcommittee on Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection. Gus already has been &ldquo;unusually
engaged&rdquo; on the issues under the Committee&rsquo;s jurisdiction according to its Chairman, Bennie Thompson. 






The Implementing the 9/11 Commission Recommendations Act, which the President has signed into law, includes two
proposals sponsored by Congressman Bilirakis. First, ensuring that rail and mass transit security coordinators are
American citizens and requiring the real-world testing of rail tank cars carrying hazardous materials to determine the way
to best protect them from attack. 






 






He also has introduced legislation that will help the Coast Guard determine the identity of interdicted aliens so that they
are not simply released to continue their illegal and dangerous behavior and ensure that terrorists do not slip through
cracks in our border defenses. 






Gus also introduced a resolution, which the House approved unanimously, which encourages increased maritime domain
awareness and highlights a program called America&rsquo;s Waterway Watch, which serves like a neighborhood watch
program for the water. 






Gus has championed the most important issue to Florida&rsquo;s port community: ensuring that maritime workers are
only required to have a single port access identification card with the most stringent standards possible. 






He also has been a vocal proponent of strengthening the student visa process and has questioned the Homeland
Security Secretary about the need to keep better track of foreign students. He has also secured invitations to testify
before Congress for Richard Wainio, Director of the Tampa Port Authority, Craig Fugate, the Director of the Florida
Division of Emergency Management, and Bill Janes, the Director of the Florida Office of Drug Control, on issues of
importance to all Floridians. 
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