
Rep. Bilirakis Denounces Homeland Security Assessment

WASHINGTON (15 April) &ndash; U.S. Rep. Gus M. Bilirakis (R-Fla.), Ranking Member of the Homeland Security
Committee&rsquo;s Subcommittee on Management, Investigations, and Oversight, today released the following
statement regarding a Department of Homeland Security intelligence assessment that singles out our nation&rsquo;s
veterans and gun owners:

&ldquo;I am disturbed and personally offended by the Department of Homeland Security&rsquo;s view that returning
military veterans and gun owners are likely to commit terrorist acts.  

&ldquo;Federal homeland security officials should focus on specific, verifiable, and actionable intelligence to stop
potential terrorist threats to our country. Instead the Department is engaging in political and ideological profiling of people
who fought to keep our country safe from terrorism, uphold our nation&rsquo;s immigration laws, and protect our
Constitutional right to keep and bear arms.  It troubles me that the Department has specifically avoided talking about
foreign terrorism but seems more than willing to insult our nation&rsquo;s heroes returning from battle.  

&ldquo;As Ranking Member of the Homeland Security Committee&rsquo;s Subcommittee on Management,
Investigations, and Oversight, I will work to ensure that the Department aggressively pursues all appropriate efforts to
stop terrorism here at home, regardless of what political or ideological beliefs individuals may hold.&rdquo;
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